
AGENDA REPORT 

 

To: Mayor Pat Humphrey and the Clare City Commission  

From: Jeremy Howard, City Manager 

Date: September 1, 2021 

Regarding: Second Reading – Ordinance 2021-005 (Lighting Standards) 

 

For the Agenda September 7, 2021 

 

Background.  Now that many of the city’s streetlights have been or will be soon converted over to LED from Metal 

Halide, this ordinance amendment simply changes the wording in our code to call for the use of LED instead of the 

older style Metal Halide lights.  LED is a much more cost effective and efficient source of light and also lasts much 

longer and is a better quality of light.  Whenever a Metal Halide streetlight dies in the city, Consumers Energy has 

been replacing them with LED.  This ordinance is a simple amendment to our current codes to match the evolution 

of lighting technology and necessary requirements. 

As the proposed ordinance falls under the purview of the Planning Commission, a review of the proposed ordinance 

is required by that body.  The Planning Commission completed the required review at its August 11, 2021 regularly 

scheduled meeting and recommended approval of the proposed ordinance (see copy of att’d Resolution 2021-017PC). 

 

The City Commission was asked at its meeting of August 16, 2021 whether it desired to adopt the proposed 

ordinance amendment (copy att’d as Ordinance 2021-005) – and if so to commence the process for ordinance 

adoption. The City Commission held a public hearing and directed the First Reading of the Ordinance at that 

meeting. 

 

All changes to zoning within the City must be accomplished by ordinance change. All ordinance code changes or 

amendments require the approval of the City Commission, and all ordinances require two readings and approval of 

the City Commission subsequent to a public hearing. The required public notice announcing the hearing was published 

(copy att’d) and held.  The Commission now has the option of allowing a Second Reading of the proposed Ordinance 

2021-005 or denying the conduct of a Second Reading, thereby rejecting the proposed new ordinance. 

 

The Commission is now asked to allow a Second Reading and either approve or deny the adoption of the proposed 

Ordinance. 

 

Issues & Questions Specified. Should the City Commission allow a Second Reading and approve the proposed 

Ordinance 2021-005? 

 

Alternatives. 

1. Allow a Second Reading and approve the proposed ordinance. 

2. Do not allow a Second Reading, thereby disapproving the ordinance. 

3. Set aside the decision regarding this matter to a later date. 

  

Financial Impact. Presently indeterminable.   

 

Recommendation.  I recommend the City Commission allow a Second Reading and approve proposed Ordinance 

2021-005 by adoption of Resolution 2021-069.     

  

Attachments.   

1. Public Notice. 

2. Resolution 2021-017PC. 

3. Ordinance 2021-005. 

4. Resolution 2021-069. 



PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 

 

 CITY OF CLARE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

The City of Clare Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on 

Wednesday, August 11, 2021, at 6:30 p.m., at Clare City Hall and the Clare 

City Commission will hold a public hearing on Monday, August 16, 2021, 

at 6:00 p.m. at Clare City Hall to receive public comments pertaining to 

Ordinance amendments for the repeal and restatement of Chapter 52, Article 

X, Section 52-505 for the regulation of lighting standards. Copies of the 

proposed Ordinance amendment is available for review by contacting the 

Clerk’s office by email to dlyon@cityofclare.org or calling 989-424-1068 to 

schedule an appointment.  The Planning Commission and  City Commission 

will accept comments during the scheduled hearings or in writing if the 

written comments are received by the City Clerk not later than 4 p.m. on the 

date of the hearings. The City of Clare is an equal opportunity employer and 

provider. 

 

Diane Lyon 

Clare City Clerk 

.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:dlyon@cityofclare.org


 

RESOLUTION  2021-017PC 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CLARE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDING 

APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE 2021-005 (LIGHTING STANDARDS), AN ORDINANCE TO 

REPEAL AND RESTATE SECTION 52-505 OF CHAPTER 52 (ZONING) OF THE EXISTING 

ORDINANCE CODES OF THE CITY OF CLARE PERTAINING TO LIGHTING 

STANDARDS IN THE CITY OF CLARE. 

 

WHEREAS, a repeal and restatement has been proposed to the City’s existing ordinance codes 

to regulate Lighting Standards in the City of Clare; and 

 

WHEREAS, Ordinance 2021-005, an ordinance reflecting said changes, has been submitted to 

the Planning Commission for consideration; and    

 

  WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission is required to review and provide a 

recommendation to the Clare City Commission regarding any proposed zoning ordinance changes or 

amendments; and   

 

 WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission has, subsequent to a properly noticed public 

hearing, publicly considered and deliberated said proposed Ordinance 2021-005.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Planning Commission of City of 

Clare hereby recommends that the Clare City Commission approve Ordinance 2021-005.   

 

ALL RESOLUTIONS AND PARTS OF RESOLUTIONS INSOFAR AS THEY CONFLICT 

WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS RESOLUTION BE AND THE SAME ARE HEREBY 

RESCINDED. 

 

The Resolution was introduced by Commissioner Clark and supported by Commissioner 

Carmoney. The Resolution declared adopted by the following roll call vote: 

 

YEAS:   Glenda Carmoney, Josh Clark, Angie Cozat, Elaine Demasi, Jason Lowe, John 

Myers and Nick Wyman. 

 

NAYS:   None. 

        

ABSENT:   Brett Moser and Stacy Pechacek.     

 

Resolution approved for adoption on this 11th day of August, 2021. 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Planning Commission Chair 
 



ORDINANCE NO. 2021 – 005 

Amending The Clare City Code  

 

The City of Clare ordains: 
 

The City of Clare repeals Chapter 52, Article X, Section 52-505 of the 

Code of the City of Clare. 

   
Chapter 52, Article X, Section 52-505 of the Clare City Code is hereby 

repealed and restated as follows: 
 
 

Sec. 52-505 – Lighting Standards 

Unless exempted under section 52-506, Exemptions, all lighting must comply 
with the following standards: 

(a)  Freestanding pole lighting and canopy lighting. 

1. Exterior lighting shall be fully shielded and directed downward to 

prevent off-site glare. The intensity of light within a site shall not exceed 
ten footcandles within any site or one footcandle at any property line, 
except where it abuts a residential district or use whereby a maximum 

of 0.5 footcandles is permitted. 

2. The only exception is with gas station canopy and automobile 
dealership lighting, where a maximum of 20 footcandles is permitted 

within the site but the above standards shall apply to intensity at the 
property line. 

3. LED fixtures shall be used in an effort to maintain a unified 
lighting standard throughout the city and prevent "sky glow." 

4. The planning commission may approve decorative light fixtures as 
an alternative to shielded fixtures when it can be proven that there will 
be no off-site glare and the proposed fixtures are necessary to preserve 

the intended character of the site. 

5. The maximum height of parking lot light fixtures shall be 20 feet, 
except that the planning commission may permit a maximum height of 
30 feet or when the poles are no closer than 150 feet to a residential 

district or use. 



6. Except where used for security purposes, all outdoor lighting 
fixtures, existing or hereafter installed and maintained upon private 

property within commercial, industrial and office zoning districts shall 
be turned off between 11:00 p.m. and sunrise, except when used for 

commercial and industrial uses, such as in sales, assembly and repair 
areas, where such use continues after 11:00 p.m. but only for so long 
as such use continues. 

(b)  Building-mounted lighting. 

1. Building-mounted lighting shall be fully shielded and directed 

downward to prevent off-site glare. The intensity of light shall not 
exceed ten footcandles within any site or one footcandle at any property 

line, except where it abuts a residential district or use whereby a 
maximum of 0.5 footcandles is permitted at the property line. 

2. LED fixtures shall be used in an effort to maintain a unified 
lighting standard throughout the City and prevent "sky glow." 

3. The planning commission may approve decorative light fixtures as 
an alternative to shielded fixtures when it can be proven that there will 
be no off-site glare and the proposed fixtures will improve the 

appearance of the site. 

4. Luminous tube and exposed bulb fluorescent lighting is 
prohibited as an architectural detail on all buildings, e.g. along the roof 
line and eaves, around windows, etc. The planning commission may 

approve internally illuminated architectural bands when it can be 
shown that the treatment will enhance the appearance of the building 

or is necessary for security purposes. 

(c)  Window lighting. 

1. Any light fixtures visible through a window must be shielded to 
prevent glare at the property line. 

2. Luminous tube and exposed bulb fluorescent lighting (visible from 

the property line) is prohibited unless it is part of a sign that meets the 
requirements of article IX, Signs, of this chapter. 

(d)  Other lighting. 

1. The internal illumination of building-mounted canopies is 

prohibited. 



2. Indirect illumination of signs, canopies and buildings is permitted 
provided a maximum 125 watt bulb is utilized and there is no glare. 

3. The use of laser light source, search lights or any similar high-

intensity light for outdoor advertisement or entertainment is prohibited. 

4. Lighting shall not be of a flashing, moving or intermittent type. 

5. Luminous tube and exposed bulb fluorescent lighting is permitted 
as part of a sign meeting the requirements of article IX, Signs, of this 

chapter. 

 
Passed by the City Commission of the CITY OF CLARE on __________, at its 

regular meeting with _______ commissioners in attendance, ________ voting aye, 

__________ nay.  Adopted by the City Commission of the City of Clare this ______ 
day of _________, 2021. 

Signed: __________________, Chair. 
 
     ******************** 

 
 I hereby certify that the foregoing was duly adopted by the CITY 

COMMISSION of CITY OF CLARE, Michigan, at its regular meeting on the _______ 
of _________, 2021, that of __________ members of the City Commission, 
____________ were in attendance and _______ voted for the adoption of the 

Ordinance.  I further certify that the above and foregoing ordinance is recorded 
in Ordinances for the CITY OF CLARE. 
 

Effective Date 
 

This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days following date of publication as 
required by law.   All Ordinances or part Ordinances in conflict with any of the 
provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed. 

 
     _______________________________ 

Diane Lyon, Clerk 
 



 

RESOLUTION  2021-017PC 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CLARE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDING 

APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE 2021-005 (LIGHTING STANDARDS), AN ORDINANCE TO 

REPEAL AND RESTATE SECTION 52-505 OF CHAPTER 52 (ZONING) OF THE EXISTING 

ORDINANCE CODES OF THE CITY OF CLARE PERTAINING TO LIGHTING 

STANDARDS IN THE CITY OF CLARE. 

 

WHEREAS, a repeal and restatement has been proposed to the City’s existing ordinance codes 

to regulate Lighting Standards in the City of Clare; and 

 

WHEREAS, Ordinance 2021-005, an ordinance reflecting said changes, has been submitted to 

the Planning Commission for consideration; and    

 

  WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission is required to review and provide a 

recommendation to the Clare City Commission regarding any proposed zoning ordinance changes or 

amendments; and   

 

 WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission has, subsequent to a properly noticed public 

hearing, publicly considered and deliberated said proposed Ordinance 2021-005.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Planning Commission of City of 

Clare hereby recommends that the Clare City Commission approve Ordinance 2021-005.   

 

ALL RESOLUTIONS AND PARTS OF RESOLUTIONS INSOFAR AS THEY CONFLICT 

WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS RESOLUTION BE AND THE SAME ARE HEREBY 

RESCINDED. 

 

The Resolution was introduced by Commissioner Clark and supported by Commissioner 

Carmoney. The Resolution declared adopted by the following roll call vote: 

 

YEAS:   Glenda Carmoney, Josh Clark, Angie Cozat, Elaine Demasi, Jason Lowe, John 

Myers and Nick Wyman. 

 

NAYS:   None. 

        

ABSENT:   Brett Moser and Stacy Pechacek.     

 

Resolution approved for adoption on this 11th day of August, 2021. 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Planning Commission Chair 
 



ORDINANCE NO. 2021 – 005 

Amending The Clare City Code  

 

The City of Clare ordains: 
 

The City of Clare repeals Chapter 52, Article X, Section 52-505 of the 

Code of the City of Clare. 

   
Chapter 52, Article X, Section 52-505 of the Clare City Code is hereby 

repealed and restated as follows: 
 
 

Sec. 52-505 – Lighting Standards 

Unless exempted under section 52-506, Exemptions, all lighting must comply 
with the following standards: 

(a)  Freestanding pole lighting and canopy lighting. 

1. Exterior lighting shall be fully shielded and directed downward to 

prevent off-site glare. The intensity of light within a site shall not exceed 
ten footcandles within any site or one footcandle at any property line, 
except where it abuts a residential district or use whereby a maximum 

of 0.5 footcandles is permitted. 

2. The only exception is with gas station canopy and automobile 
dealership lighting, where a maximum of 20 footcandles is permitted 

within the site but the above standards shall apply to intensity at the 
property line. 

3. LED fixtures shall be used in an effort to maintain a unified 
lighting standard throughout the city and prevent "sky glow." 

4. The planning commission may approve decorative light fixtures as 
an alternative to shielded fixtures when it can be proven that there will 
be no off-site glare and the proposed fixtures are necessary to preserve 

the intended character of the site. 

5. The maximum height of parking lot light fixtures shall be 20 feet, 
except that the planning commission may permit a maximum height of 
30 feet or when the poles are no closer than 150 feet to a residential 

district or use. 



6. Except where used for security purposes, all outdoor lighting 
fixtures, existing or hereafter installed and maintained upon private 

property within commercial, industrial and office zoning districts shall 
be turned off between 11:00 p.m. and sunrise, except when used for 

commercial and industrial uses, such as in sales, assembly and repair 
areas, where such use continues after 11:00 p.m. but only for so long 
as such use continues. 

(b)  Building-mounted lighting. 

1. Building-mounted lighting shall be fully shielded and directed 

downward to prevent off-site glare. The intensity of light shall not 
exceed ten footcandles within any site or one footcandle at any property 

line, except where it abuts a residential district or use whereby a 
maximum of 0.5 footcandles is permitted at the property line. 

2. LED fixtures shall be used in an effort to maintain a unified 
lighting standard throughout the City and prevent "sky glow." 

3. The planning commission may approve decorative light fixtures as 
an alternative to shielded fixtures when it can be proven that there will 
be no off-site glare and the proposed fixtures will improve the 

appearance of the site. 

4. Luminous tube and exposed bulb fluorescent lighting is 
prohibited as an architectural detail on all buildings, e.g. along the roof 
line and eaves, around windows, etc. The planning commission may 

approve internally illuminated architectural bands when it can be 
shown that the treatment will enhance the appearance of the building 

or is necessary for security purposes. 

(c)  Window lighting. 

1. Any light fixtures visible through a window must be shielded to 
prevent glare at the property line. 

2. Luminous tube and exposed bulb fluorescent lighting (visible from 

the property line) is prohibited unless it is part of a sign that meets the 
requirements of article IX, Signs, of this chapter. 

(d)  Other lighting. 

1. The internal illumination of building-mounted canopies is 

prohibited. 



2. Indirect illumination of signs, canopies and buildings is permitted 
provided a maximum 125 watt bulb is utilized and there is no glare. 

3. The use of laser light source, search lights or any similar high-

intensity light for outdoor advertisement or entertainment is prohibited. 

4. Lighting shall not be of a flashing, moving or intermittent type. 

5. Luminous tube and exposed bulb fluorescent lighting is permitted 
as part of a sign meeting the requirements of article IX, Signs, of this 

chapter. 

 
Passed by the City Commission of the CITY OF CLARE on __________, at its 

regular meeting with _______ commissioners in attendance, ________ voting aye, 

__________ nay.  Adopted by the City Commission of the City of Clare this ______ 
day of _________, 2021. 

Signed: __________________, Chair. 
 
     ******************** 

 
 I hereby certify that the foregoing was duly adopted by the CITY 

COMMISSION of CITY OF CLARE, Michigan, at its regular meeting on the _______ 
of _________, 2021, that of __________ members of the City Commission, 
____________ were in attendance and _______ voted for the adoption of the 

Ordinance.  I further certify that the above and foregoing ordinance is recorded 
in Ordinances for the CITY OF CLARE. 
 

Effective Date 
 

This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days following date of publication as 
required by law.   All Ordinances or part Ordinances in conflict with any of the 
provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed. 

 
     _______________________________ 

Diane Lyon, Clerk 
 



 

RESOLUTION  2021-069 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CLARE CITY COMMISSION APPROVING AND ADOPTING 

ORDINANCE 2021-005 (LIGHTING STANDARDS), AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND RESTATE 

CHAPTER 52, SECTION 52-505 OF THE EXISTING ORDINANCE CODES. 

 

WHEREAS, a repeal and restatement has been proposed to the City’s existing ordinance codes to regulate 

lighting standards in the City of Clare; and 

 

WHEREAS, Ordinance 2021-005, an ordinance to repeal and restate Section 52-505 of Chapter 52 

(zoning) of the existing ordinance codes of the City of Clare to modernize lighting standards requirements and 

keep with current practices within the City of Clare; and    

 

  WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission has reviewed and provided a recommendation to approve 

the proposed zoning ordinance amendment by adoption of Resolution 2021-017PC at their August 11, 2021 

meeting; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Clare City Commission held the requisite public hearing and directed a First Reading of 

said Ordinance at its regularly scheduled public meeting on August 16, 2021; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Clare City Commission has reviewed and considered said ordinance amendment and has 

directed a Second Reading of said Ordinance at its regularly scheduled public meeting on September 7, 2021; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Clare City Commission received no stated objections at said public hearing; has 

considered the proposed Ordinance and the recommendations of its City Staff and the Planning Commission; and 

has subsequently determined that adoption of Ordinance 2021-005 is in the best interests of the City of Clare and 

all its residents. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Commission of City of Clare hereby 

approves and adopts Ordinance 2021-005, an ordinance to repeal and restate Section 52-505 of Chapter 52 

(zoning) of the existing ordinance codes of the City of Clare pertaining to the lighting standards in the City of 

Clare, thereby amending the Ordinance Codes of the City of Clare to incorporate said Ordinance.       

 

ALL RESOLUTIONS AND PARTS OF RESOLUTIONS INSOFAR AS THEY CONFLICT WITH THE 

PROVISIONS OF THIS RESOLUTION BE AND THE SAME ARE HEREBY RESCINDED. 

 

The Resolution was introduced by Commissioner ______ and supported by Commissioner _______.  The 

Resolution declared adopted by the following roll call vote: 

 

 YEAS:    

   

NAYS:      

  

ABSENT:      

 

Resolution approved for adoption on this 7th day of September, 2021. 

 

 

_______________________________ 

   Diane Lyon, City Clerk 

 


